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Abstract

Keywordshb Divorce, Support Network, Prevalence Rate, Incidence Rate
A. Background

In last four deades, the divorce rate in Taiwapntinues to increase. The
2008 ahta collected by Ministry of the Interishows that the divorce rate in
Taiwan is only second to the rateghe United States and Switzerland. Timay
indicate that the divorgghenomenoiprevaikin Taiwan.

However, the social problems resulted from divorce comprise aramdge
of issuesincludingchild rearingin single parent familiesssociaté social
resources and support systtdrat providegor single parentsetc.. Because of the
prevailing divorce phenomenon, it igery important tanvestigate the trend of
the divorce phenomenorelevantfactors, and othesocialissuesarisenfrom
divorce With thediscussiorand analysis in deptthe government and
policymakers can formulate approprigiicies to face the challenges and issues
from divorce.

B. Research Methodology

The research methodology can be divided into three stages. The first stage is
literature reviewand divorce policiesollectionfrom Taiwan and othesountries.
The second stage is data collection and analysis.hliftestage is synthesizing
research conclusion apalicy recommendationg\ll stages are described in
details below:

Stage 1:Review of divorceliterature and divorce policies

At this stage, thistudy ends to utilize the literature revieamdsearchfor
potential factors¢eadingto divorce Also, we look over divorce policy and
developmenatthe global scaléAll potentialfactors can be grouped into macro
factors and micro factordacro factors concerns the changing trend of the
whole society interms of culture, attitudes, and value changdgcro factors
concerns status variakdedcharacteristis of every individual.

Stage 2: Data collection and analysis

At this stage, mixed method research methodology is addpiéal.
guantitative research and qualitative inquiry will be condusieunlitaneously
The result obtained from both qualitative research and qualitative iriguiry
compared and synthesized.
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Regardingevidencebased model simulation and the trend analysthef
prevalenceate of the divorce, the data set utilized for this project is the
manpower survey statistics collected by General of Budget, Accounting and
Statistics, Executive Yuan in Taiwan. Concerning research participants of
qualitative inquiry, twoypes of interviews are conductédhne is institution visit
interview and the other is4depth participant interviewll the indepth
interviewsareconducted through serstructured interview formatotal of 10
participantsare interviewed, and theterview dataaretranscribed and coded for
analysisAfter furtheranalysis andomparisonthe essence dafivorce
phenomenon, the significaf#ctors to divorce, and potential impacts of divorce
in the family are found and presented.

Stage 3: Synthesizinge@search conclusion and recommendations

At this stage, the overall analysis will be conducted utilizing outcomes
obtained from stage 1 and stage 2. Then, a ligplfy recommendations and
conclusionare presented.

C. Findings

Findings of this project ecabe discussed fronixsaspectsthe change of
values of familythe prevalence of divorce rafactors nfluencing divorcethe
relationship betweepopulation labor marketand divorce rate in female
population potential impactdy divorce; and divore policydevelopmenin
other countries.

1. The change of values of family

In the past decades, teeononic developmenaccompaniethe change of
values of family. Womei increasing@bility in econonic independence has
changed théraditioral model of familyfunction A new model arises: women
have morescononic power and morsocialnetworks. Topursuepersonal
liberalizationand freedom, divorce has become an option.

2.The prevalence of divorce rate

In general, divorce anskeparatiorphenomenon is more and more common
in Taiwan society nowl he prevalence of divorce and separation in Taiwan can
be affected by the generation, age, education, and gender. More women
participation in the labor market can be the cause of the divorce rate.

3. Factors influencing divorce

XV



Factors influencing divorce can be divided into macro and micro factors.
Macro level factors include the increase of wodagrarticipation in labor market,
market labor division versus family labor division, the prevalens®ofl
insurance, equal employment opportunities, the expansiparsbnakocial
network, the changing attitude toward divoneghe justice system, and etc.
Concerning micro level factors, they can be divided into two major groups:
socioeconomic statuand interactive patterng/hat is worth to note include the
attitude towards divorce has been transformed from negative in the past to
accepted nowadays, and concerning issues have changed from custody to the
issue of child rearing and rigdwf single paents.

4. Relationship between population, labor market, and divorce rate in
female population

Theresults found thaih female populatiothe decision to divorcis more
likely to relate toindividual characteristics3dowever, thanacrofactorsare not
relevantto thedecision to divorce in female populatidn.general, the divorce is
more likely to happen to the populatiatno married at early age at a lower
education levelThese two populations al$acemorechallengessch as child
rearng and lack oeconomic support after divorce. Moreoviee poverty of
single families ignore likely to be observed in these two populations.

5. Potential impactsby divorce

Influencing factors to divorce include domestic violerteying affairs,
spousl desertion, personality, afamily relationshipsin recent years, the
incidence rate of domestwolencehas been on the declidee to the law
Spousal desertion and personality becomes the major influencing factors to
divorce nowFor younger genetin, personality is the major influencing factor
to divorce.In addition,due tothe increase of foreign sposs@& Taiwan family
conflicts have developed into a different level involving culturelanglistic
factors.

6. Divorce policy development inother countries

This studyutilizesliterature review method to compare divorce policies
among all different countrie®olicies of five countries or regions includitige
United States, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, and Singapore are revidweesult
shows that the trend of those policies focusamly on preventive and
remediating policies for divorce. Moreovethe resolution of family conflicts is
receiving more attention now. Althigh ways of resolution differ in different
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county context, usingesolution of family conflict to addresse issue of child
rearing andassising both paties to adjust to theiife after divorce are the most
common measures

D. Major Recommendations

There are five major recommendations and are described below
respetively:

1. Construct a longitudinal database for all family change variables

Thestudyhas found that most investigations taken by government only
surveyed women who are currently in marriage. This can exclude critical pieces
of data which can be exploréal understand the divorce phenomenon. Therefore,
a longitudinal research concerning all aspects of marriage should be designed and
conducted to provide lzetterset of information for future policymakers and
researchers.

2.Emotion intelligence and gendeeducation

The ability to manage interpersonal conflicts has been found to play a
critical role in reconciling marriage conflicts. As a reswi,suggesthat
emotional intelligence and gender education should be integrated into school
curriculum, so thability to deal with interpersonal conflicts can be gradually
developed fronayoung age.

3.Expand the participation of social welfare organizations, collecting all
relevant social resources, and establishing a support system meeting
diverse needs

The syport system for single families or families experiencing all types of
difficulties is still limitednowadaysand mosbf thesupport networks are
established by socialonprofit organizations instead of governments. Therefore,
it is important for the geernment to take initiative to play an intermediate role to
collect all social resources and connect tlainogetherHow to evaluate the
need of different regions Taiwan, and constructleettersupport system
netvork will be importanindicatorsfor future policymaking.

4. Routine investigation of divorce phenomenon

In Taiwan, researcbn investigating familiesvho have experienced divorce
is really limited. Therefore, it is important for the government to encourage more
researchers to engage witlvalice research in the future.
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5.Conduct research on the changing trend of social and -cultural
phenomenon and providing more information

The change of social values and culture are usually accompanied with the
development of the society. The governmédfitials should conduct regular
meetings with social science researchers to explore theantchange in the
society and to discover potentiatajorsocial issuedn order todevelop the
appropriate agenda to address possible social problems in étg fiiame.
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@ 4-1 iU, Probit £ K, @ Y 1980, 1990, 2000, 20%0
1980 1990 2000 2010
Y 1y | vy | v vyiy | vy | vy vy | vy | vy Yiy | v Y 3y
6 -
M -0.02399 -0.16882 -0.19356 -0.00672 -0.04640 -0.08251 -0.07532  -0.13013** -0.18056** 0.09641 0.05309 0.04567
(0.1179 (0.122 (0.123 (0.053 (0.057 (0.058 (0.053 (0.055 (0.057 (0.044 (0.045 (0.046
T 0.33085** 0.14780 0.09495 -0.02662 -0.12436 -0.18083* -0.15114  -0.29177** -0.35090** -0.01990 -0.11368 -0.13883*
(0.159 (0.158 (0.163 (0.100 (0.103 (0.109 (0.099 (0.099 (0.109) (0.068 (0.070 (0.079)
€ Wo 0.14586 -0.06467  -0.13467  0.11772  -0.04327  -0.12054  0.01048  -0.15378 -0.23897**  -0.10085  -0.21848* -0.23317**
(0.219 (0.229) (0.229 (0.119) (0.119 (0.129) (0.109) (0.109 (0.109) (0.079) (0.073 0.074
AT 0.003 0.024% 0.024%* 0.003 0.025** 0.023** 0.009**  0.027** 0.025** 0.016** 0.032** 0.031**
(0.009 (0.009 (0.009 (0.003 (0.003 (0.003 (0.003 (0.003 (0.003 (0.003 (0.003 (0.003
® T 0.016 -0.026**  -0.027* -0.006 -0.048*  -0.049**  -0.016**  -0.055**  -0.056**  -0.032*  -0.064**  -0.066**
(0.010 (0.019 (0.019 (0.007) (0.008 (0.008 (0.009 (0.007) (0.007) (0.009 (0.009 (0.009
™ 3 -0.256**  -0.254* -0.310"  -0.306** -0.360***  -0.356** -0.349%  -0.348**
(0.025 (0.025 (0.022 (0.022 (0.025 (0.029 (0.023 (0.024
0.210%* 0.235%* 0.328** 0.356** 0.270%* 0.282* 0.254% 0.258**
(0.069 (0.069 (0.047 (0.048 (0.047 (0.048 (0.04) (0.042
®
M -0.01808 -0.01935 0.05287 -0.14510** -0.12535 -0.04414 0.01274 0.05478 -0.12017 0.04431 0.07781 -0.02977
(0.079 (0.089 (0.202 (0.049 (0.053 (0.143 (0.055 (0.058 (0.170 (0.046 (0.047 (0.116
T 0.04218 0.04562 -0.02410 0.02359 0.00940 0.17702* 0.13793** 0.13143 -0.03865 0.07635* 0.05848 -0.02585
(0.079 (0.080 (0.249 (0.049 (0.050 (0.102 (0.053 (0.059 (0.123 (0.049 (0.048 (0.088
) -0.01694 0.03968  -0.11058  0.10806  0.09989  -0.00317  0.23704*  0.23666  0.18218  0.09241  0.11719  0.01273
(0.128 (0.139 (0.299 (0.073 (0.089) (0.169) (0.078 (0.089) (0.169) (0.070 (0.072 (0.139
-2.675** -1.873** -1.944** -1.816** -1.142** -1.194** -1.840** -0.997** -0.967** -1.445* -0.801* -0.672*
(0.268 (0.293 (0.309 (0.183 (0.209 (0.215 (0.192 (0.214 (0.225 (0.164 (0.180 (0.188
Pseudo R 0.006 0.079 0.100 0.007 0.062 0.076 0.014 0.079 0.094 0.023 0.071 0.082
A 11266 11266 11266 19214 19214 19214 12294 12294 12294 10989 10989 10989
b 1. ®M"Hw N t L 2.*0y° 5% A ot K 1 0 LY 1% A Rt K1 o ]

43



AN y L, WANvun~N
@ 4-2 1 W, Probit £ I Q6 (1980, 1990, 2000, 20)0
1980 1990 2000 2010
Y 1y Y 2y Y 3y Y 1y Y 2y Y 3y Y 1y Y 2y Y 3y Y 1y Y 2y Y 3y
0 -
M -0.00084 -0.00374  0.00200 -0.00041  -0.00245  -0.00403  -0.00572  -0.00796** -0.01032** 0.01295 0.00642 0.00534
T 0.01678* 0.00454 0.00476 -0.00159  -0.00604  -0.00787* -0.01050  -0.01482** -0.01613** -0.00261  -0.01277  -0.01489*
€ Wo 0.00611  -0.00157  0.00390 0.00803 -0.00226  -0.00553  0.00082 -0.00861  -0.01180** -0.01267  -0.02327  -0.02384**
AT 0.000120 0.000624* 0.000567** 0.000181  0.00139**  0.00123*  0.000733* 0.00171**  0.00151*  0.00214**  0.00379**  0.00358**
® T 0.000561 -0.000666** -0.000642** -0.000457  -0.00269** -0.00258** -0.00123** -0.00352* -0.00337* -0.00429** -0.00768** -0.00766**
H™ 3 -0.00667*  -0.00603** -0.0175*  -0.0161* -0.0229**  -0.0215* -0.0418*  -0.0405*
n 0.00577*  0.00592** 0.0186* 0.0189* 0.0168* 0.0166** 0.0289* 0.0285*
(04]
M -0.00064 -0.00050  0.00535 -0.00839** -0.00647  -0.00218  0.00100 0.00357 -0.00651  0.00595 0.00957 -0.00338
I 0.00154  0.00121 0.00549 0.00146 0.00051 0.01068 0.01139**  0.00891 -0.00226  0.01038*  0.00716 -0.00295
&) -0.00060 0.00107 0.00543 0.00724 0.00593 -0.00016  0.02210**  0.01830 0.01302 0.01296 0.01516 0.00149
-2.675%  -1.873* -1.944% -1.816* -1.142% -1.194% -1.840% -0.997* -0.967* -1.445% -0.801** -0.672*
(0.268 Y 0.293% (0.309 (0.183 (0.209 (0.219 (0.192 (0.214 (0.229 (0.1649 (0.180 (0.189
Pseudo R 0.006 0.079 0.100 0.007 0.062 0.076 0.014 0.079 0.094 0.023 0.071 0.082
A 11266 11266 11266 19214 19214 19214 12294 12294 12294 10989 10989 10989
b 1.*0y° 5% A Btk 1 0 L, TRy 1% A ot K1 o
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X vn
@ 4-3 Probit £ Q Y 19802010y
Y ly Y 2y Y 3y
| i Q | i Q | i Q
0 -
M 0.050** 0.004 -0.014 -0.001 -0.025 -0.001
(0.029 (0.029 (0.029
T -0.061* -0.004 -0.180** -0.009 -0.193** -0.009
(0.039 (0.039 (0.039
€ Wo -0.115** -0.007 -0.255** -0.012 -0.278** -0.012
(0.040 (0.043 (0.043
AT 0.015** 0.00110 0.035** 0.00198 0.035** 0.00191
(0.002 (0.003 (0.003
Q T -0.018** -0.00130 -0.054** -0.00310 -0.055** -0.00302
(0.003 (0.003 (0.003
| SAN K -0.867** -0.0616 -0.770** -0.0437 0.166 0.00919
(0.219 (0.229 (0.41)
WE ( ) -0.035 -0.00251 -0.042 -0.00239 0.091 0.00502
(0.029 (0.026 (0.179
T w (%) 0.717** 0.0510 0.629** 0.0357 -0.079 -0.00436
(0.279 (0.290 (0.339
| A (%) -0.684 -0.0487 -0.242 -0.0137 0.069 0.00381
(0.743 (0.763 (0.869
S (%) -0.052 -0.00371 -0.147 -0.00836 -0.402 -0.0222
(0.352 (0.376 (0.358
B™ 3 b b -0.320** -0.0182 -0.319* -0.0177%**
(0.013 (0.013
n b b 0.273** 0.0155 0.280** 0.0154**
(0.019 (0.019
Vo
19361945 0.074** 0.006 0.049 0.003 0.046** 0.003
(0.050 (0.055 (0.056
19461955 0.302** 0.024 0.239** 0.015 0.236** 0.014
(0.063 (0.067 (0.068
19561965 0.371** 0.030 0.324** 0.021 0.323** 0.020
(0.082 (0.085 (0.087
19761985 0.354** 0.031 0.367** 0.027 0.368** 0.026
(0.108 (0.113 (0.119
M 0.008 0.001 0.023 0.001 b b
(0.056 (0.059
1 0.067* 0.005 0.049 0.003 b b
(0.039 (0.038
) 0.080 0.006 0.077 0.005 b b
(0.069 (0.066
| E¢i Q X
T<E¢I Q X X X
Pseudo R 0.0394 0.0999 0.107
A 87,695 87,695 87,695
d 1. HMHw tw It "H n (cluster adjusted standard edfor2. *@y °  10% A
R otK 1 O ,*oy" 5%A WK tK 1 01
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AN ¥y u., WAMY~A
® 6-1 OECD>O ¥ 1980y 1990u QT
NY oy TR v & 1000wy | 9907 Y& 1000Wy o Y& 1000Wy ' QEIT o 1322;

7 1985 5.0 1995 4.4 2006 3.7 1 -15.7
Q é 1985 2.9 1995 3.0 2007 3.0 2 -0.1
E € U 1985 4.0 1995 5.2 2007 2.8 3 -45.3
M9 4 1985 1.9 1995 3.5 2007 2.8 3 -18.2
B 1985 1.8 1995 2.2 2007 2.6 4 18.7
I 1985 0.9 1995 1.5 2006 2.6 4 70.0
o 1985 2.8 1995 2.5 2007 2.6 4 4.0
Y 1985 1.8 1995 2.7 2007 2.5 5 -8.7
€ » 0O 1985 2.5 1995 2.8 2006 2.5 5 -9.0
e » 1985 2.8 1995 2.4 2007 2.5 5 2.9
; 0 1985 2.0 1995 2.3 2007 2.5 5 7.9
1985 3.1 1995 2.9 2006 2.4 -16.4
n 1985 2.6 1995 2.6 2006 2.4 -6.8
e 1985 0.9 1995 1.2 2007 2.4 93.8
1985 1.8 1995 1.8 2007 2.3 30.5
1985 2.3 1995 2.1 2006 2.3 11.7
s 33 1988 1.6 1995 1.7 2007 2.3 34.7
z 1985 2.4 1995 2.6 2006 2.2 -12.4
A 1985 2.0 1995 2.1 2006 2.2 7.7
i Ne 1985 2.0 1995 2.4 2007 2.2 7.6

66



r T
NY oy TR v & 1000wy | 9907 Y& 1000Wy o Y& 1000Wy QEIT o 1322;

Fooo € 1985 2.5 1995 2.6 2004 2.2 -17.8
w A 1985 1.4 1995 1.6 2006 2.0 28.8
1985 2.4 1995 2.2 2006 1.9 -12.1
o2 w 1985 1.2 1994 1.5 2006 1.9 25.0
A 1985 1.3 1995 1.0 2007 1.7 75.4
n e 1982 0.6 1995 0.8 2005 1.7 99.7
Y A 1985 2.2 1995 1.8 2007 1.7 -6.3
E p Z 1985 0.4 1995 0.5 2006 1.3 174.8
! 1985 0.8 1995 1.0 2006 1.2 14.7
an el 1985 1.3 1995 0.8 2006 1.2 45.7
€ 1985 0.3 1995 0.5 2006 0.8 76.7

2006 0.8
nooA 1985 0.4 1995 0.4 2006 0.7 67.2

g 2006 0.2

N W dUnited Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Divigi@009% . World Marriage Data 2008.
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® 62 APECMU©>JV 0O 1980 1990T' u 'QT
AY oy G ‘ 19907 ° \ T 0 19807 o= \ ‘91 T 0 19907
Y & 1000Wy Y& 1000y | M o0 ¥ %y Y& 1000Wy|" M o ¥ %y
f 1985 0.9 1995 1.5 65.9 2006 2.6 70.0
y 1985 0.8 1995 1.5 93.2 2006 25 66.2
w A 1985 1.4 1995 1.6 15.1 2006 2.0 28.8
Foi 1985 0.7 1995 1.2 55.8 2006 15 29.6
M 1985 0.4 1995 0.9 102.7 2006 15 67.8
1985 0.6 1995 0.9 57.4 2005 1.4 54.6
] 1985 0.7 1996 1.2 61.6 2004 1.1 8.1
) e 1985 1.0 1995 0.6 -44.0 2002 0.7 17.9
i : : : : 2002 0.5

N w : United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Divigi@009% . World Marriage Dat2008.
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